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What exactly is being proposed?

Metro Recycling & Crushing, Inc. (Metro) purchased
the gravel mine from Rock Mountain Farms, Inc. for
$90,000 in July 1998.  The special use permit issued
to Rock Mountain Farms around 1995 for gravel
extraction continues to be valid, although the site has
not been actively used since 1997.  In addition to the
extraction permit, Metro has a valid permit to operate
portable crushing and screening equipment with a
capacity of less than 150 tons/hour.  The remaining
life of the mine is about 20 years.

After being dormant for nearly five years, Metro is
now proposing to install crushing and screening
equipment that will have a capacity of 400 tons/hour,
approximately 2-½ times the existing capacity.  In
addition, Metro proposes to install a secondary
crusher, a 1,011 hp generator, and associated
conveyor equipment on the property.  In order to
install this equipment, Metro must obtain a new Air
Pollution Control permit from the DEC.

What has taken place so far?

Metro filed an application with the DEC for the
renewal of an Air Pollution Control permit for
existing equipment in early 2000.  As Metro proposed
a larger crusher, the DEC required a new permit
application.  In October 2000, the Planning Board of
the Town of Rochester determined that it “had no
comments” and “welcomes the NYS DEC to be lead
[regulatory] agency” in Metro’s application for the
larger crusher.  In December 2000, the DEC
published a Negative Declaration notice stating that
the proposed project would not have a “significant”
impact on the environment.  Since that time, Metro
has worked on preparing responses to various
questions raised in the DEC’s public comment period
and by DEC staffers.

Mining has always taken place in the Town
of Rochester, how is this different?

Contrary to common belief, mining has not always
been a large-scale commercial enterprise in the Town
of Rochester.  It is true that certain locally-owned soil
and gravel mines have operated for decades,
however, most of these mines supplied gravel and soil
for local farms and excavation businesses – not for
export to other communities on a large commercial

What is this Report?

Metro Recycling & Crushing, Inc. recently
completed its application to the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
to install a 400 ton/hour rock crusher and associated
equipment at its property located in a residential
neighborhood on Queens Highway between Roberts
Drive and Rock Mountain Estates in Accord.

A legislative public hearing will be conducted by
the DEC on Wednesday, June 19, 2002 at 7:00
pm at the Accord Fire House to hear public
comment on Metro’s application.

This report is intended to provide information to
persons who live in the immediate vicinity of the
now-dormant mine, or who have an interest in
protecting our Town’s residential neighborhoods
against industrial intrusion.

Whatever your views on the subject, we encourage
you attend the hearing to express your opinion.

Public Hearing
Sponsored by the New York
Dept. of Environmental
Conservation

Wednesday
June 19, 2002
7:00 pm
Accord Fire House

All are encouraged to attend!



Rochester Residents Association

Rochester Residents Association, Inc. •  PO Box 257 •  Accord, NY 12404
www.accord-kerhonkson.com  •   resident@accord-kerhonkson.com

2

scale.  Less than 1,000 tons/year were extracted
legally from most of these mines – exempting them
from DEC regulation.  The Development Plan for the
Town of Rochester reported only six
quarries/sandpits in operation in 1969.1  The 1960
economic Census reported that only five people were
employed in the mining business in Rochester.2
Large-scale commercial mining operations did not
become prevalent in town until 1995, after Town law
was changed to accommodate rock and other crushing
and processing activity.3  Gravel mining operations,
such as those on Rochester Center Road, did not
expand their activities until about 1996.  Gravel
mines are now widespread; this is a fairly recent
development,  not part of the Town’s commercial
history.

Within the Town of Rochester, there are seven
properties totaling 645 acres4 that are legally zoned
for sand and gravel mining.  Of these seven
properties, two (104 acres) are registered as being
owned by the Town of Rochester.  One is located on
Granite Road (274 acres), and three are located on
Rochester Center Road (180.45 acres) -- within a
one-mile radius of the proposed Queens Highway
site.

Tell us about the Mine Location.

The existing location is a irregular shaped 86-acre
parcel roughly bordered by Queens Highway to the
west, Rock Mountain Estates on the north, Rochester
Creek on the East and Roberts Drive on the South.
The property is located immediately adjacent to one
of Rochester’s most densely populated residential
neighborhoods.   In addition, the property is located
adjacent to the C.K. Schoonmaker house, a 1790
stone house that is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.

Metro’s eastern border is the Rochester Creek, a
Class-A trout stream and a tributary of the Rondout
Creek.  The proximity to densely populated
residential neighborhoods filled with children and a
treasured local waterway are factors in this proposed
project.  Rochester’s population grew by 24%
between 1990-2000 and residential neighborhoods
will continue to expand.
                                                     
1 Rock Mountain Farms/Metro was not one of them.
2 Business Fact Book, 1963, Mid-Hudson Area, Part 2, New York
State Dept. of Commerce.
3 §6 of the Town of Rochester Zoning and Land Use Control Law,
amended 8-5-1993
4 Town of Rochester property tax assessment roll for 2000.

Who will benefit from Metro’s expansion?

The owners of the absentee corporation will benefit
the most through the sales of crushed/processed
stone.  This facility is different from the other mines
in town, which are owned by local families.  These
local operations might face more difficult times
through increased competition.  A large number of
high-paying jobs will not be created and the owners
will most likely import their existing employees to
work the proposed site.  The community has an
interest in promoting local employment and non-
intrusive economic activity.  The proposed project
does not appear to meet either criteria.

Who is Metro Recycling?

Metro is a closely-held company that is part of a
group headquartered in Albany County, NY.
Through a series of affiliated companies such as A.
Servidone, Inc. and B. Anthony Construction Corp.,
the group engages in large-scale excavating and road
construction projects.  According to its website,5 the
group has received several multi-million dollar
contracts throughout NJ and NY.  This is not a
locally-owned family business like the other mining
and gravel pits in town.

What is Metro’s Safety Record?

Metro/Servidone-affiliated operations have a tragic
safety record.  Metro was fined $90,0006 and cited by
the United States Department of Labor for a fatal
accident on March 18, 1999 at its Phillipsport Pit in
Sullivan County, NY. The site was also shut down
temporarily by order of the Federal Mine Safety and
Health Administration. The accident report cited, “a
serious lack of reasonable care constituting more than
ordinary negligence [and] an unwarrantable failure to
comply with a mandatory safety standard.”7

In September 1999, a truck owned by Servidone
Construction Corp. ran over and killed a highway
engineer during the repaving of Route 300 in
Newburgh.8

                                                     
5 www.asibacc.com
6 Reduced to $60,000 after settlement order.
7 Federal Mine Safety and Health Review Commission, United
States Department of Labor, Secretary of Labor v. Metro
Recycling and Crushing, Inc.,  November 14, 2000.
8 Times Herald-Record, September 16, 1999
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What will be quality of life effects on local
residents?

Noise:  Metro and the DEC propose that the
combined equipment noise levels at the site, at fifty
feet from the source, will be 93.2  decibels (dBA).
According to the DEC's publication, Guidance for
Assessing and Mitigating Noise Impacts, "Most
humans find a sound level of 60-70 dBA as beginning
to create a condition of significant noise effect...65
dBA allows for undisturbed speech at a distance of
approximately three feet." This document further
maintains that an ambient noise level of "quiet
seemingly serene setting(s) such as rural farm land
will be at the lower end of the scale at about 45
dBA." It goes on to state that an increase over
ambient noise level of more than 20 dBA is
considered to range from, "Very objectionable to
intolerable."  The proposed Metro project, at one-
quarter of a mile away from source, unmitigated noise
level will measure approximately 66 dBA or, an
increase of 21 dBA.9 Thus, most town residents living
within a half-mile circle surrounding the mine site
will not be able to walk hand-in-hand on their own
property and converse in a normal tone of voice.

Water.  The DEC proposal allows Metro to mine
within five feet of the water table, thereby reducing
thickness of the surface area that now filters water for
the sole source aquifer that serves a single-well water
system10 that serves 40 families.  A fuel spill could
easily contaminate the water table.  The property is
also located directly on Rochester Creek, a protected
Class A trout stream, which could be adversely
effected by runoff and other pollution.

Air:  The generator, related equipment, and truck
traffic will cause an increase in diesel engine
emissions, which the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency recognized were health-threatening when it
ordered a reduction of such emissions in December
2000.  In addition to diesel emissions, there will be an
increase in dust and particulates from the crushing
operation.  It is unclear whether the trucks will be
required to place tarps over their cargoes.  One
resident, a stone mason, raised the issue of silicosis, a
medical condition caused by exposure to stone dust.

                                                     
9 The dBA level decreases by 6 dBA at every doubling of distance
from the source.  For example 100 dBA at 50' reduces to 94 dBA
at 100' ;  88 dBA at 200'’; 82 dBA at 400'; 76 dBA at 800’.
10 Sylvan Glade Water Co., Inc. is a publicly-regulated utility that
serves the 40 homes (more contemplated) in the Worley
subdivision.

Traffic:  The proposed operation, at five thirty-foot
dump trailer trucks per hour, 10 hours per day, will
generate 100 truck trips per day (50 out-bound, 50
return). This will cause an increase in congestion on
Queens Highway, as trucks pass through a now-quiet
residential neighborhood every six minutes. These are
the same routes on which our school buses travel.  In
addition, the significantly increased truck weight and
traffic will cause more rapid deterioration of the road
-- a future and recurring cost to taxpayers who
maintain the road.  Finally, there is no assurance that
truck traffic will be limited to the 50 round trips per
day.

Property Values: The 2000 assessed
valuation of the 86 acre Metro property is $90,000.
The combined assessed value of the 161 properties
located within 2,000 feet of the mine property is
$11,520,500.11   According to a local realtor, the
value of neighboring property values will decrease
significantly due to the operation of the mine (as
happened on Rochester Center Road).  Assuming a
decrease of only 15% in property value for property
parcels located within 2,000 feet of the subject
property, there will be a decrease in assessed
valuation of more than $1,728,075 (or, twenty times
the assessed value of the mine property).  This
represents a potential increase in tax rates to produce
the same level of revenue for our school district,
county, and town government.  More importantly, it
means that neighboring residents will lose equity
value in their homes without receiving any
compensation.

General In a survey conducted by the
Rochester Residents Association in October 2001,12

more than 74% of respondents stated that they did not
favor mining and gravel banks in our Town; only 7%
responded that they favored such activity.

Here we must make a very clear distinction.  There is
a difference is between gravel extraction and gravel
crushing.  Metro is licensed to extract gravel and has
the proper permits to do limited crushing.  Metro’s
permit application, however, proposes to increase its
crushing capacity by more than 2-1/2 times, which
many residents believe will have a detrimental effect
on the quality of life in our residential neighborhoods.

                                                     
11 Town of Rochester property tax assessment roll for 2000.
12 Complete survey results are available on www.accord-
kerhonkson.com
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What has our town government done?

While the project is now being reviewed by the DEC,
our town government had the opportunity to halt the
project in October 2000. The town board refused a
request to declare a moratorium on any new mines or
the expansion of existing mines. Town officials could
have determined that the project would fall under the
auspices of the Industrial Zone classification,13 which
prohibits any/all off-site impacts including noise,
dust, vibrations, etc.  The town Planning Board
declined to accept the “Lead Agency” role offered by
the DEC and failed to voice any objection on behalf
of impacted residents.   By not taking the lead agency
role, our town government waived its right to raise
issues and participate in the evaluation of the permit
application and its effects on our community.

I don’t live anywhere near Metro’s
property, why should I care?

The deterioration of our town’s residential
neighborhoods and the quiet rural atmosphere has a
detrimental effect on the quality of life of all
residents.  While today’s problem might be on
Queens Highway, tomorrow’s problem could be next
door to you.  The most important responsibility is to
remain informed on such local matters and help
protect those areas of our town that are endangered.

What is the RRA and why is it involved?

The Rochester Residents Association was founded to
provide a forum to discuss economic, demographic,
and other development issues that affect our town in a
rational and civil manner, taking into account the
history of our town and its distinguished heritage.
The Association follows a long tradition of local
volunteer organizations that have taken the lead in
protecting and enhancing the character of our
community through informative and constructive
dialogue. RRA members recognize that preservation
of the local landscape is a key component of a
sustainable economic development program for
Rochester and local businesses to create jobs and
build prosperity.

                                                     
13 Rochester’s Comprehensive Plan suggests that mining activity
fall under the industrial laws, per §140-22 of the Code of the Town
of Rochester.

If there are issues in your neighborhood that you
would like us to examine in detail, please contact us.
Our goal is to encourage an environment in which an
informative and reasonable discussion of topics in the
Town of Rochester can be conducted freely.  We
invite your comments on the Metro matter or any
other topic.

What can I do about Metro’s
proposal?
1. Complete the Survey and the attached

petition
2. Tell your friends about this situation
3. Attend the BBQ on June 15th.
4. Most importantly, attend the Hearing on

June 19th.

Hearing Date
The legislative public hearing will take place on
Wednesday, June 19th at 7:00 pm at the Accord Fire
House.  Please come to learn more about what is
proposed and to express your views.

Public Review
Metro’s application is available for public review by
contacting:

NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation
21 South Putt Corners Road
New Paltz, NY 12561
Attn: Lawrence G. Biegel
Tel: 845-256-3041

Comments
Comments can be directed in writing to the DEC
prior to July 1, 2002.  Comments should be directed
to:

Hon. Maria E. Villa
Administrative Law Judge
NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation
Office of Hearings & Mediation Services
625 Broadway, 1st Floor
Albany, NY 12233-1550
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Mettacahonts Rd.
Boodle Hole Rd.

Queens
Highway

Rochester
Center Rd.

Rock Mountain
Estates

Roberts
Drive
(Worley
Subdivision)

METRO
MINE

Possible future
subdivision

The map shown above is the Ulster County property tax map for the Metro site and the
surrounding neighborhood.  Note the high density of 40 single family homes in the Worley
subdivision immediately to the south of the Metro property.  This subdivision is served by a
single well in very close proximity to the Metro mine.

The Rochester Creek forms the eastern boundary of the Metro site.
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Mining Survey:

1. Do you favor the expansion of large-scale commercial extraction mining in the town of Rochester?

(   ) Yes, I support expansion
(   ) No, I do not support expansion

2. Should town government amend Town Law to prohibit the expansion of large-scale commercial mining
activity near residential neighborhoods in the Town of Rochester?

(   ) Yes, I support a change in the law
(   ) No, I do not support a change in the law

3. Do you favor the expansion of crushing and processing at existing mines in the Town of Rochester?

(   ) Yes, I support crushing and processing expansion
(   ) No, I do not support crushing and processing expansion

4. Should town government amend Town Law to prohibit the expansion of crushing and processing activities
in our Town’s residential neighborhoods?

(   ) Yes, I support a change in the law
(   ) No, I do not support a change in the law

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Petition:

Yes, please add my name to a petition calling on the DEC to reject Metro Recycling’s permit application.

Signature(s) ______________________________________________________________________

Name(s) : ______________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Tel.: ______________________________________________________________________

Email : ______________________________________________________________________

Please complete and mail to: Rochester Residents Association, Inc., Post Office Box 257, Accord, NY 12404
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You’re invited to a Summer BBQ
and informational meeting

At the home of:
Mark and Maria Lybolt

11 Rock Mountain Estates

Saturday, June 15th

4:00 pm to 6:00 pm

We will provide an update on the Metro mining project
and the June 19 DEC hearing.

While the BBQ is free and open to everyone,
 please call the Lybolts at 626-2860  so we know how many people to plan for.

Children welcome!

Directions: Off Queens Hwy., approximately 2.0 miles north of Route 209

To receive free periodic news about the events in the Town of Rochester by e-mail, please send your email address to:
resident@accord-kerhonkson.com

To join the Rochester Residents Association, complete this form and mail it with a check to PO Box 257, Accord, NY 12404
(You don’t have to be a member to attend the BBQ or the Hearing)

Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________

Telephone: _________________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________

(   ) Individual- $15.00 (    ) Family - $20.00  (    ) Other ___________
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Please attend the Public Hearing to express your views
Hosted by the NY State Dept. of Environmental Conservation

Wednesday, June 19th

7:00 pm
Accord Fire House

This meeting will address community concerns about the
expansion of Metro’s mine on Queens Highway

All residents are encouraged to attend.
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